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The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book 
will be found on p. viii of this volume. 

This Chap t e r provides d a t a on t h e cap i ta l expendi tures m a d e b y all sectors of t h e 
Canadian economy on const ruct ion a n d on mach ine ry a n d equ ipment , toge the r wi th 
summaries of o ther avai lable s ta t i s t ics for t h e const ruct ion i ndus t ry . Sect ion 1 shows 
the amoun t s spen t b y each of t h e var ious indus t r ia l or economic sectors . Section 2 br ings 
together a n u m b e r of summar ies of re la ted series on cons t ruc t ion ac t i v i t y—va lue of work 
performed b y t y p e of s t ruc tu re , va lue of mater ia ls used, salaries and wages p a i d a n d 
numbers employed, con t rac t s awarded and bui ld ing permi t s issued. G o v e r n m e n t aid t o 
house-building, construct ion of dwelling un i t s and housing s ta t i s t ics of t h e 1961 Census 
are covered in Section 3 . 

Section 1.—Capital Expenditures on Construction and on 
Machinery and Equipment 

Capi ta l expendi turesf in all sectors of t h e economy a m o u n t e d t o $10,827,000,000 in 
1964, an increase of 15.3 p .c . over t h e 1963 to t a l of $9,393,000,000. T h e over-all increase 
resulted from a 17.9-p.c. rise in t h e purchase of mach ine ry a n d e q u i p m e n t a n d a 13.9-p.c. 
increase in construct ion expendi tures . T h r o u g h o u t mos t of t h e per iod after 1946, cap i ta l 
out lays in C a n a d a increased each year , reaching a p e a k in 1957. A four-year decl ine 
followed b u t a significant increase was shown in 1962 a n d a fur ther s t r eng then ing occurred 
in 1963 and 1964. Cap i t a l spending in cur ren t dollars exceeded t h e 1957 to ta l in b o t h 
1963 and 1964 b u t , in cons tan t dollars, t h e 1957 level was n o t exceeded unt i l 1964 w h e n 
the capital p rog ram was recorded a t 8.5 p .c . above t h e previous peak . These expendi tures 
on the expansion, moderniza t ion or renewal of t h e na t ion ' s p roduc t ion facilities represen ted 
23 p .c . of t h e gross na t iona l p r o d u c t a n d t hus provide a significant indicator of economic 
ac t iv i ty in C a n a d a . 

* Except where otherwise noted, prepared in the Business Finance Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
t Capital expenditure figures for 1963 and earlier years are final and those for 1964 are preliminary and subject 

to revision at a later date. Capital expenditures for 1963 and 1964, as well as intentions for 1965, appear in greater 
detail in the publication Private and Public Investment in Canada, Outlook 1965, available from the Queen's Printer 
(Catalogue No. 61-205). 
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